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There were two points of marked dissimilarity. The
month was December; I required no great-coat, and^he
rays of the sun were stronger than was pleasant. Instead
of the leafless trees, and the white covering of the'snow
of the Scottish winter, there were trees in their richest
dress, and all around a verdure of the freshest green,
telling me I was in a tropical land, and in a land where
heat and moisture by their abundance gave extraordinary
force to vegetation. As I travelled from Kandy to
Newera Ellia, and back again to Kandy by a different
route, my impression of the picturesqueness and pro-
ductiveness of the country was confirmed. There was
one thing I did not see—the blooming heather of my
own Highlands.
There is, I suppose, no country where all that is
desirable can be obtained. It must be acknowledged
Ceylon has its disadvantages. Its climate is that of per-
petual summer, warmer indeed at some times than at
others, but never approaching our heat in Northern
India in May and June. It is only six degrees from the
equator, and it owes its moderate temperature to its sea
breezes and abundant rain. I missed the bracing cool-
ness of Northern India in December and January. Per-
petual summer is good for neither soul nor body. For
bodily health and enjoyment the alternation of cold and
heat is far better, as in the moral world prosperity and
adversity are required for the maturing of character.
There is one evil—I do not know whether I should
call it a minor or a major evil—to which both man and
beast are exposed in Ceylon. We have all heard of
snakes in the grass. In the fine grass of Ceylon leeches
abound, and are ever reac*y to take their unwelcome
, contribution from all that come their way. They leap

